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*Volunteer Spotlight - David Wolfenden

eBoard Member Spotlight - Mike Flynt

eNutrient Loading Assessment Study -
Task | Update

WHAT'S INSIDE?

eCoastal Dune Lakes Program Schedule
eChoctawhatchee Bay Monitoring Program -

SedimentSampling

eWater Quality Websites

Appreciations and Future Interests

Beautification Committee.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Dctober 3, 2002 - Florida Yards and Neighborhoods - Joint Program - Choctawhatchee Audubon Society

Dctober 12, 2002 - Western Lake Vegetation Planting - 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
Dctober 18, 2002 - Sunset Cruise aboard the Southen Star Dolphin cruises Glass Bottom Boat - Volunteer

November 21, 2002 - Bad Bug Advice - Joint Program - Niceville, Valparaiso, Bay Area Chamber of Commerce

December 4, 2002 - Choctawhatchee Basin Alliance Annual Membership Meeting “State of the Alliance”
For More Information about any of the UPCOMING Events please contact

$200,000.00
The Northwest FloridaWater Management District has con-
firmed that the 2002 Florida L egidlature earmarked two hun-
dred thousand dollarstoimprovethe health of Choctawhatchee
Bay. Thedesignation of moniesfor thebay cameunder thelead-

ership of Senator Charlie Clary of Destin. The Choctawhatchee | &

BasinAlliancewill executetherevision of an existing contract
withtheNWFWMD to evauate water quaity and nutrient |oad-
ing in the bay. The new funding will alow CBA to seek
remediation of shortcomingsin ecosystem health. By partnering
with other agenciesand organizations CBA will leveragetheleg-
islative allocation to attack problems such as low quality
sormwater and high volume stormwater that may introducetoxic
substances or exceed nutrient loading standards. A technical
advisory committeewill assist the board of the CBA inthe se-
lection and completion of correctivemeasures. Withtheassis-
tanceof volunteersand areaprofessiona stheAlliancewill pin-
point problemsand implement management of specificfactors
impacting our bay. CBA will continueto monitor parametersof
water quality acrossthe bay under the existing program “ Bay
Raly” namedfor the Rally For Recreation. Every effort will be
madeto disseminateinformation on the Choctawhatchee Basin
and the practicesthat will sustain the bay and providefor opti-
mum enjoyment of the bay.

the CBA Office at 650-9330!

The CBA fficeis located at the MM. Kelly Cultural
and Environmental Institute of Okaloosa Walton Com-
munity College in Destin, Florida. The CBA is a pro-
gram of Okaloosa Walton Community College.

MISSION STATEMENT
“The Choctawhatchee Basin Alliance is an
organization committed to sustaining and
providing optimum utilization of
Choctawhatchee Bay. The Choctawhatchee
Basin Alliance, under the auspices of the
Okaloosa-Walton Community College, pro-
vides opportunities for citizens, educators,
and technical experts to promote the health
of the Choctawhatchee Basin”.




BOARD MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

CHOCTAWHATCHEE BASIN

ALLIANCE

Board Officers

Dennis Peters, Chair

(850) 609-3414

Taylor Kirschenfeld, Secretary

(850) 595-0148

Board Directors

Richard Griswold, P.E.

(850) 837-6146

Jane Roberts
(850) 863-2727

Mike Flynt
(850) 729-5402

Gary Parsons
(850) 678-1461

Sharon Maxwell
(850) 897-5228

Lonnie Hearne
(850) 865-9302

Michael Reid, P.E.
(850) 897-4612

Shawnae Tallman
Ex officio NHS
(850) 897-5496

Dan Robeen

MikeFlynt andhiswifeCharlotteleada
congtructivelifein SouthWaton County. Heis
acharter member of the Choctawhatchee Ba-
sinAllianceand wasaleader in water quality
mattersprior totheAlliance. Mikeisaretired,
but not tired, United StatesAir Force Officer
(hisautotag reads FOUM) currently servingthe
City of Vdparaso asthe City Adminigrator. His
persstencewith excellenceisremarkable, rare
and of utmost valueto CBA andthebasin. As
the second Chairman of the Board Mikelead
CBA tohirestaff and expand our function. With
hisleadership weobtained our first grant and he
assisted the City of Va paraisointheexecution
of large tormwater management and shoreline
restoration project. Mike continuesto leadfol-
lowing histenure aschairman. Sinceheisso
activeincivicand publicaffarrshetakesthepro-
gramsof the CBA into thecommunity and has
sncetheinception beenthe coordinator of public
programs. Whether the project is Bay Day,
Panting, Monitoring or Educating you can count
on Miketo beavital part of sustaining the ba-
sin. TheexperiencesintheAir Force combined
with achildhoodinthe TampaareagivesMike
acosmopolitan outlook on environmentd func-
tion steeped in adeep lovefor estuaries. Cur-
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rently Mike Flyntisacrusader for clean
water and the best management practices
that keep them clean. He obtainedaMas*
ters Degreefrom the University of West
Floridain Coastal Zone Studiesfollowing
hisAir Force career. Other degreesin-
cludeaBaccalaureatein Zoology form
TheUnivergty of Florida. Alsoamember
of the Okaloosa County Artificial Reef
Committee, Aqua:Labwater qudity moni-
toring program Coordinator with the
Oka oosaCounty Environmenta Commit-
tee, Technical Coordinating Committee
member of the Fort Walton Beach Met-
ropolitan Planning Organziation, and a
member of the Okal oosa County Com-
prehensive Plan Committee.

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

CBA lost achampionfor theBAY on August 3,2002 with the passing of

David Wolfenden. David joined CBA shortly after arrivingin Nicevillein

2000 from Hint, Michigan. David wasone of thefirst team leadersin Bay Rally, the
CBA water quaity monitoring program, aswell asan activemember inAllianceactivi-
ties. After rend carcinomaforced himto relinquish histeam | eadership David continued
to volunteer with the Nicevilleteam. Aslate as June, David participated inaCBA

Ex officio (Eglin AFB)
(850) 882-6282

Staff
Ross Hamilton,
Executive Director

Jaimey Maxwell, sponsored workshop on TMDL statusin Florida. The service and friendship of David
Administrative Assistant Wolfenden will be sorely missed. Heretired from the Flint Fire department asFire
Joy Brown, . Battalion Chief after 23 yearsof dedicated service. In 2001 David becameafaculty
Bay Monitoring Coordinator - . )

Amy Hixon, member a Edge Elementary Schooal fulfilling alifelong dreamto serveasateacher. His
Coastal Dune Lakes Coordinator Principal, Don Varner, said, “ David waskey inraising fifth grade math scoreshere at
(850) 650-9330 Edge.” David's positiveattitude and commitment to serviceisaninspiration to usall.

Davidleavesbehind hiswife Debra; two sons, Tyler (Niceville) and Lucasaongwith
wifeMichelle(Grand Rapids, Mich.). Hismother and two brothersin Michigan survive
him. Heleavesahost of friendsin the Niceville areaincluding many of usin CBA.
Thanksto David and hisfamily for making adifferencein our community.

Choctawhatchee Basin Alliance
Okaloosa Walton Community College
100 East College Boulevard
Niceville, FL 32578



Nutrient Loading Assessment Study
By Sean McGlynn, PhD.

Choctawhatchee Bay, an unparalleled Florida aquatic ecosystem, isdestined for increased
development. It iswithin one of the most rapidly growing regions of the fastest growing statesin the
union. Choctawhatchee Bay has never been recognized as having abundant aquatic life: fishing;
oystering; and shrimping have never been extremely lucrative. Lingering suspicionspersist that
harmful chemicalslike Mercury or Polynuclear Aromatic Hydrocarbons or Coliform bacteriamay be
affecting the bay. Fish kills, including mortalities of marine mammalss, caused by toxic algal bloomsor
‘red tides' havefueled concerns about thelong-term health of the Choctawhatchee Ecosystem.

The Choctawhatchee Basin Allianceisdirecting an investigation, the Choctawhatchee Bay
Watershed Water Quality Assessment. The consultants, Baskerville Donovan Inc, Biological Research
Associatesand McGlynn LaboratoriesInc., are completing Phase |l of thisstudy, apainstakingly search
for datafrom government agencies and educational institutions. They have completed the Phase|
Choctawhatchee Bay Data Base. Some sections of Choctawhatchee Bay had over 12,000 water quality
measurements over the past 30 years. Hogtown Bayou had almost 4000 measurementsand it wasthe
most monitored of all Bayous, Creeksor Rivers. Why would morewater quality monitoring be
necessary when faced with numbers like these? Well, amost all of these measurementswere for
physical parameters, like salinity. Water quality data, including nutrients (Nitrogen and Phosphorus),
water clarity (secchi ) and algal densities(chlorophyll) werevery rare. Therewaswater quality
monitoring in 1986 and 1987, Aqual Lab began ashoreline collection programin 1995 and CBA
initiated the Bay Rally programin 1999.

Important water quality parameters, such astheinorganic nutrients, Nitrate/Nitrite, Ammonia
and reactive Phosphate, thefuel for Algae blooms, arelacking. Thereisvery little dataon seagrass
beds, but they seem to be expanding, and thisisavery good trend that may berelated to water quality
parameters. Other parameters showed signs of good water quality. Dissolved oxygenwasat levels
considered healthy for fish and the pH valuesin Choctawhatchee Bay are considered good, while
salinity increaseswith proximity to the Gulf and hasincreased in recent years due to the drought. Low
turbidity was another good sign, but increasesfoll owing storm events were troublesome. Coliform
bacteriawere at safelevels, except in LaGrange Bayou which appearsto have consistent problems.

Nutrients can cause numerous problemsin Choctawhatchee Bay, likealgal blooms. Certain
limiting nutrients determine the water quality in Choctawhatchee Bay, and phosphorus appearsto be
the limiting nutrient. Without excess phosphorus, water quality should be good and the primary source
for phosphorusin Choctawhatchee Bay is stormwater. Significant sources of phosphorusloading to
Choctawhatchee Bay, asidentified by the Phase | Choctawhatchee Bay DataBase are: the
Choctawhatchee River; Wrights Creek; Holmes Creek; LaGrange Bayou; Alagua Bayou; Hogtown
Bayou; Indian Bayou; Garnier Bayou; Cinco Bayou; Destin Harbor and Old Pass Lagoon. Phase| of
the Choctawhatchee Bay Watershed Water Quality Assessment should focuson verifying these
historical trendswith an intensiveinvestigation into sources and solutions.



Coastal Dune Lakes

Western Lake/ Highway 30-A Planting

On Saturday, October 12, come take part in restoring over 40,000 square feet adjacent to
Western Lake. We will be planting over 12,000 plants along both sides of highway 30-A between
Watercolor and the bridge over Western Lake. Roads and cleared land are some of the major
contributors to non-point source pollution into our water bodies and watersheds. Nutrient loading
and habitat loss are key concerns to watersheds and communities. Restoring native plants to the
watershed and creating a buffer, especially in these critical areas, will reduce nutrient loading,
improve water quality, create habitats for a large variety of wildlife, including fish, and looks good too.

The restoration will take place from 9 am till 12 noon. Volunteers can park at Watercolor and
walk over to the site. Please bring a gardening tool, plenty of water, and sunscreen. For questions
and to sign-up, please call the CBA office at 650-9330.

Eastern Lake Park Clean up

On August 10", Eastern Lake
community members, along with a handful of
other volunteers, braved the heat and pulled
out and cut down invasive plants and dead
limbs from Eastern Lake Park to prepare the
acre site for its up-coming restoration on
September 28™.

On September 28" 500 shoreline plants and
over 100 upland pants including bushes,
flowering plants, and a few live oaks will be
planted at the park. The goal of the planting
is to educate the public on the benefits and
beauty of environmentally friendly
landscaping. The photos provided above
and to the left are of the Eastern Lake Clean
up on August 10, 2002.

Water Quality Volunteers Needed

Community volunteers are needed to do monthly water quality monitoring on the following lakes:
Camp Creek, Alligator, Draper, Allen, Oyster, and Steward.
To sign-up call the CBA office at 650-9330.




Choctawhatchee

Bay Monitoring

With assistancefrom USFish & WildifeServicesCBAhas o i~ %~ 28
recently completed aSediment Study onthe P i §
Choctawhatchee Bay. The sampleswerecollected over a P~ s £ &

two day period from 13 stationsthat spanned the entire bay.
Shallow grabswere madewith aponar instrument provided
by the USFWSontheir 18 foot Boston Whaler. The
sediment sampleswere sent to Geochemical &
Environmental Research Labsat TexasA & M University
for asuiteof analysiswhichincluded metals, aromatic &

Ross Hamilton - opening Ponar in Garniers Bayou
diphatic hydrocarbons,
organochlorinesand pesticides.
Rocky, Tom'’s, & Hogtown Bayou
alongwithMullet Creek were aso
sent toWellington Labsin Canadafor
afull dioxinscan. Resultsfromthe

sediment study are expected by the
. ¥ end of October.
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Water Quality Websites

303 (d) List
Waters NOT meeting Water Quality Standards and/or
not supporting designated uses.
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/tmdl/303drule.htm

Aqualab Water Quality
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/northwest/ecosys/okal oosa/
okwagcurr.htm#water%20report

Beach to Bay
South Walton County Conservancy.
http://beachtobay.org

Florida Department of Environmental Protection
http://www.dep.state.fl.us

FL DEP—Northwest District
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/northwest

FloridaFish & Wildlife Conservation Commission
http://floridaconservation.org

FloridaHealthy BeachesProgram
http://apps3.doh.state.fl.us/env/beach/webout/
default.cfm

Florida Marine Research Institute (FMRI)
http://www.floridamarine.org/

Index for Water shed I ndicator s
http://www.epa.gov/iwi/iwi-overview.pdf

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

(NOAA)
http://www.noaa.gov

NOAA Special Projects Office (SPO)
Provides expertise, products and services that help the
National Ocean Service (NOS) to design and
implement an effective program of coastal stewardship
throughout the agency.
http://spo.nos.noaa.gov/

Northwest Florida Water Management District
(NWFWMD)
http://www.state.fl.us/nwfwmd/

South Walton Turtle Watch
http://www.seaturtlewatch.org/

US Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS)
http://www.fws.gov/

University of Florida Extension Service — Walton
County
http://walton.ifas.ufl.edu/

UF Lakewatch
http://lakewatch.ifas.ufl.edu

US Environmental Protection Agency — Monitoring
Water Quality
http://www.epa.gov/owow/monitoring

Water Quality Reports
http://www.epa.gov/storet/

Water Quality — State Standards
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/rules/62-302t.pdf

Watershed Environmental Profile for
Choctawhatchee Basin

http://cfpub.epa.gov/surf/huc.cfm?huc_code=03140102

Other environmental websites
http://www.epa.gov/watershed/envsites/




The Alliance
The Choctawhatchee Basin Alliance

Striving to Protect and Enhance the Resources of the Choctawhatchee River Basin”

| am so excited, | want to join now! __Individual or Family $25 annual
Name __Senior Citizen $15 annual
Address __Full-time Student $5 annual

__Lifetime $250
__Bronze Alligator Sponsor $250 annual

Telephone (Home) __Silver Osprey Sponsor $500 annual
Telephone (Work) __Golden Dolphin Sponsor $1,000 annual
e-mail address __Platinum Sturgeon Sponsor $2,500 annual
| am so excited about Volun-
Additional Donations teer Opportunities! | am will-
CBA T-Shirt ($15 by mail) ing to assist with . . .

__Marsh Grass Restoration
___Water Quality Monitoring
wnatches % ___Speakers Bureau

___CBA Information Booth

ALLIANCE ___Children’s Educational Activities

___General Education

__Newsletters/Brochures

__Grant Writing

__Fundraising

Awareness Invalvement __CBA Office

__Whatever

Thank you !

Total Enclosed

New and Renewed Donations
Jim Tucker
Members Mid Bay Marina
David Keener Bluewater Bay Marina
Betty & Don Hefner The K K E .
Laura Hall e Kayak Experience
Charles Felker Hartman & Associates, Inc.
Loyal & Helen Weaver Angie Kiefer - SAIC
Nancy Ann James Captain Steve & Wendy Wilson -

Judith & Donald Rutland Southern Star Dolphin Cruise Boat



Choctawhatchee Basin Alliance Non-Profit Org.

Okaloosa Walton Community College U.S.PPA?;tage

100 East College Boulevard )

Ni ille. Elorida 32578 Permit #28
Iceville, Florida Niceville, FL

An Equal Access / Equal Opportunity Institution.

Return Service Requested

www.basinalliance.org

Attention

We are updating our files!

If you have a CHANGE of
address, phone number, email or
volunteering efforts please

contact us by Email at
cba@owcc.net or phone at

(850)650-9330.
Thank you for helping us better
communicate with our
community.

www.basinalliance.org



